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Renewing Europe — A Manifesto for Our Future
“We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build the youth for the future.”

(Franklin D. Roosevelt)

Future of Europe Youth Summit

Europe was not built by the force of arms, but by peaceful people who argued about the
common good in long debates, usually in a language different from their mother tongue.
At the Future of Europe Youth Summit, we had the same feeling of building something
that will last while watching young people from all over Europe discussing what should
be done with the European economy, its foreign policy, or how we can achieve social
equity and improve the education and healthcare systems on the old continent.
At the beginning of the year, the Conference on the Future of Europe was launched and
we, the young people of USR PLUS, thought of how we can contribute to the success of
this critical moment in European history. We understood that it was not enough to meet
only with our own countrymen and discuss the future of the whole continent. We have
to come together and exchange views as a single European people.
Having this in mind, we set out to work and we created the Future of Europe Youth
Summit (FEYS), an event that welcomed young people from all over the continent to
deliberate how the EU should look like in the following years. From the 23rd to the
26th of September, more than 60 representatives of youth organisations met in Sibiu,
Romania, to debate how they can Renew Europe.
The bold youngsters that took the path of politics from an early age are the ones that
have already started to build bridges across the entire continent. That is what happened
in Sibiu, at FEYS. We have connected and started to create bonds with young people
from all over Europe who share the same principles and values and target the same
goals. We realised it was imperative to work together to shape a future as we yearn. No
one else is responsible for our future but us.
The main purpose of the event was the creation of a Youth Manifesto on the Future of
Europe. The representatives of youth organisations worked in several thematic groups
and came up with many priorities in a variety of domains. The key statement of the
Manifesto is Renewing Europe. In the following pages, you can read about this vision
of reforms that comes from the people that are most entitled to speak their minds about
the future, the young.

Ramona Goga & Dumitru Oprițoiu
G+ & USRT
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ENVIRONMENT
It is imperative for the EU to take bolder action in environmental protection and climate
change. The paradigm needs to change because the crises we face are not going away
and young people need solutions if they are to enjoy a future at all. The climate crisis is
happening right now and it has been worsening for several years. This is not a problem
that we will face in the future. This is a crisis that is happening right now. We want the
European Union to take immediate action toward securing our future.
Current Issues
Whether we are discussing air pollution, waste mismanagement or deforestation and the
destruction of natural areas, the issue is the same: people’s rights to freedom and life are
valued less than short-term economical gain. The consequences of this pattern are clear:
global warming, natural disasters, soil and water pollution, and endangered biodiversity.
It is our generation and the future ones who will pay the bill for the inaction of the
previous ones. Hope is not lost, however. To stand a chance against the obstacles ahead
we require immediate and bold action from our leaders. The EU has a crucial role in
helping to solve these problems because it possesses the resources and expertise needed
to bring about significant change.
Priorities
We want the European Union to prioritise more ambitious regulations that should
become mandatory for all Member States or incentivise a broader set of European
measures in order to limit global warming to 1.5 °C.

Some of the measures to be taken into consideration are the following:
Encouraging technology to develop carbon-neutral, efficient and green sources of
energy, without prejudice.
Strengthen civil activism.
Information campaigns for consumers and citizens.
Encouraging and expanding the carbon credit market to all sectors.
Implement measures to boost negative emissions (e.g. reforestation).
Implementing a horizontal approach with industries that are the main polluters.
Sustainable tracking tools for products.
Supporting the introduction of environmental education in European schools.
Encouraging smart cities and innovative ideas in the field of waste management.
Encouraging a circular economy.
Better protection of natural sites.
Promoting innovative concepts such as “nature schools”.
Stricter regulations for industries such as mining, fishing, logging, etc.
Creating a European body promoting good practices for local forest rangers.
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Conclusion
We can see the false debate between environmental protection and the protection of
local communities. In reality, we have data showing that local communities in
cooperation with state authorities can be more prosperous and safer when implementing
environmental protection measures. It is important, however, to take into account the
needs of the citizens when selecting and adapting these measures at the local level.
Throughout our work, we have noticed a polarised
debate on the implementation of environmental
measures and the effect they have on local
communities. However, the discussion does not
need to be in favour of one or the other.

We have been talking about the climate crisis for
several years now. Maybe it is time to look at it
from a different angle. The European Union has the
chance to become the global leader of the next
century by implementing the necessary technology
to surpass this challenge. Even if the EU is not the
main global polluter, it can set an example to the
other global powers by leading the fight against
climate change. It can do this through a set of
concrete measures.
When encountering a crisis that spreads
beyond sovereign borders, the solutions to
tackle them must also be applied beyond
individual state borders, stretching as far as
the problem does. Let the climate crisis be
the issue that brings the European Union
together and sets a precedent for further
unity.

Betina Burada
G+ & USRT

Diana Buzoianu
G+ & USRT

Daniel Miricel
G+ & USRT

George Meneshian
Young Liberals

Alexandru Știoboranu
G+ & USRT

Dan-Aria Sucuri
LYMEC

Dora Timar
G+ & USRT
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SOCIAL EQUITY
“United in diversity” - the motto of the European Union represents us, the citizens, the
core, heart and lungs that make up the Union. These stakeholders need to be taken care
of, respected and empowered. The people need to feel secure, safe, and integrated.
Every citizen deserves to have dignity, equal rights, access and opportunities to preserve
their freedom to develop, to thrive, to nurture their wellbeing.
Our society is facing multiple challenges: the adjustments to new economic trends, the
demographic challenges that are affecting the shape of our society and the burden on the
next generation to live in a community affected by an increased ageing process.
Uncoordinated social measures and policies have led to disparities across the regions in
terms of economy, employment opportunities and wellbeing, and the economic and
social convergence of the European Union are yet to be achieved.
Furthermore, our rights and values face unprecedented attacks, provoked and
incentivised by populist and Eurosceptic voices that disregard the European treaties and
the Charter of Fundamental Rights, and who threaten the inclusion of vulnerable people,
minorities, migrants and different communities into a modern and tolerant society.
Finally, our society has been hit by the worst medical, social and economic crisis in
recent history. The COVID-19 pandemic exposed us to a complex challenge, but it also
triggered across the continent an unprecedented response of solidarity. The European
Union launched a historical common response to the pandemic, the NextGenerationEU,
that finances all the necessary reforms and investments needed for a recovered and
more resilient European economy and society.
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We, the young liberal and progressive voices in the European Union, believe that social
cohesion and inclusion can be accomplished only when the social agenda will represent a
priority for all the political spectrum. Social policies are not left or right. Citizens
constitute the essence of the Union and we need to do what is best to address their needs.
We believe that the European Union should play a more important role in fostering
Member States cooperation in implementing the Action Plan on the European Pillar of
Social Rights.
We think that the European Commission should closely monitor the proper
implementation of the Action Plan and ensure that it will become a success through interinstitutional cooperation and public-private partnerships. This means that social
inclusion, social justice, access and opportunity are no longer words, but that they are
reflected by the legislative actions and policies of each Member State.
Integration and Social Inclusion
Discrimination, racism, lack of tolerance and segregation are all harsh words for each of
us, but they sadly represent a reality for marginalised communities, for people living in
deprivation and poverty, for minorities, for migrants from within and outside the
European Union, for people with disabilities, for the LGBTIQ community, and, even
more shamefully, for women.
We believe that inclusion and integration should be promoted from an early age, and
schools have a key role in defining a safe environment for a child's personal
development, education, and skills. Therefore, we propose that each national educational
system and infrastructure should be adapted to the needs of every child, carefully
considering if their physical or mental condition allows access to a normal educational
schedule.
From the educational system, the inclusion process needs to further continue in the
labour market. Public administration services should substantially reduce bureaucracy
that burdens the administrative integration process into society. Consequently, we urge
the European Commission to ensure the coordination of national integration services to
facilitate the entrance on the labour market of all available human resources. In this
sense, the Committee of the Regions could play a proactive role in becoming a
supervisory institution on national integration efforts.
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Social Justice
The regional and territorial disparities and the lack of cohesion and convergence at the
EU level, combined with the negative effects of the pandemic, demonstrate clearly the
need for reflection at the EU level regarding the Pillar of Social Rights. Therefore we
encourage the EU leaders to seriously consider a debate on a Social Europe with the
perspective of balancing the competences shared between the Union and the Member
States in the long run.
Human rights are a non-questionable European value enshrined in the Treaties and
should never be refrained from any European citizen. Therefore, we urge the European
Commission to ensure full protection of the rights of EU citizens and to make full use of
all legal instruments and bodies that can ensure the preservation of rights.
We condemn any legislative initiative or proposal that discriminates in any way against
EU citizens and we promote only the creation of laws that have an inclusive approach.
The European Commission should ensure that adequate remedies for citizens against
discrimination are available transnationally to tackle cross-border social injustice.
Last but not least, the labour market should have balanced opportunities for citizens,
regardless of their gender and consequently we encourage the European Commission to
tackle the gender pay gap and to create a European Minimum Wage that can tackle inwork poverty.
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Empowerment, Access and Opportunity
Social systems are the backbone of effective responses, but the citizens remain at the
core. They need access and opportunity for an autonomous life fit for the current and
forthcoming challenges. Citizens need both short-term benefits that support them to
overcome difficult situations, but also long-term investments for correcting disparities
and providing an opportunity for a better life.
Prevention investments will create access and opportunity for citizens and families to exit
their vulnerable condition, leading to fewer people in need of benefits and state aid in the
long-term. Through investments in skilling, upskilling, and reskilling, the have-nots will
be able to integrate into the labour market, we will decrease the unemployment rate and
automatically generate new sources of income and consequently more solid direct tax
contributions to the economy.
Nevertheless, investments in skills and preventive public health cannot only be brick and
mortar measures. One cannot adapt to the green and digital transitions with no
investment in people. We need to give more room for private investments and in
particular to social impact investments. Let’s use the money to generate not only
financial returns but also social returns, by helping social and civil society organisations
to have proper financing in order to improve their capacity to produce long-term and
wide impact through integrated community services.
Finally, opportunities cannot be accessed without empowerment, in particular women
empowerment. Tackling gender inequality should become a standard priority on the
national political agendas. Furthermore, we request the European Commission to come
forward with a proposal on sexual education in schools. We also believe that work-life
balance is an essential principle of a prosperous life and to accomplish that equal
parenting rights are needed all across the EU.

Sânziana Covaliu
G+ & USRT

Kaja Ippel
JOVD

Diana Finkelştain
G+ & USRT

Alexandra Blaga
G+ & USRT

Tana Foarfă
G+ & USRT

Paul Zamfirescu
G+ & USRT
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ECONOMY AND EMPLOYMENT
The world is at a crossroads today. Inequality is one of the most pressing problems
nowadays, which demands close focus and an immediate solution. We live in a debtdriven economy which at the basis is meant to allocate effectively resources to the most
promising ventures that have the highest probability to increase the living standards. At
this moment the top-down fund allocation in the debt and equity markets does not
assure that all promising ideas have a fair share to be financed. The European Union
lags in terms of productivity and disruptive innovations in comparison to other
continents. Because of this, the competitive advantage and the ability to stay relevant in
the worldwide market environment has not favoured the European enterprises.
Europe lacks the necessary venture capital investment firms and hedge fund structures
which could offer the required liquidity to invest, innovate and increase the living
standards through positive externalities. The liberalisation of markets although has been
proved by the financial crises not to be the optimal policy. This approach needs to be
rethought in order to solve market failures.
Wealth, opportunity, and transgenerational inequality impede the odds of creating
incremental and discontinuous innovation. At the same time digitalisation and artificial
intelligence significantly threaten the circular flow of income towards labour. Youth
unemployment is another important aspect to be effectively debated in order to keep
people of Europe away from leaning towards poles of extremism.
Current Issues
1. Inequality – wealth, opportunity, transgenerational
2. Labour share decline
3. Youth unemployment
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Proposed Policies
Encouraging Member States to adopt tax deductions on personal profits (dividends)
for allocating capital towards incubation, pre-seed & seed public or private
investments, and creating European platforms to match financing needs with
investors
- Increasing access to capital for innovative entrepreneurial initiatives
- Diversifying opportunities for young people and creating realistic
alternatives for classical careers
- Fostering innovation and increasing competitiveness on the market
Proactive curriculum design and updating, educational credits for micro-degrees &
micro-qualifications (reactive), encouraging dual vocational education;
Democratizing the labour market: adapting legislation to the gig economy, enabling
people to have multiple and flexible jobs;
Expanding dual education at the university level, so that the young generation knows
how to do things practically, not only theoretically;
Institutionalise micro-courses, so that is easier for the young to get a qualification in
less time;
Cut the youth salary tax to stimulate employment;
Simplify, digitalise and synchronise across Europe the procedures in order to open a
business in order to make it easier for young people to be entrepreneurs.
These proposals should be taken
seriously because if we do not act
effectively to incentivise young
people, the status quo is on the
verge of dismantlement. We, the
youth representatives of the EU,
think we should stand as one, stay
united, and work together towards a
common goal.

Sorin Covrig
G+ & USRT

Armand Epurescu
G+ & USRT

Lóránt Köszegi
G+ & USRT

Andrei Ionescu
G+ & USRT

Marco Stoica
G+ & USRT
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EDUCATION AND YOUTH
We believe that when it comes to education and youth there needs to be a holistic
approach regarding the learning and development of children and youth. Learning
should never stop, and education and youth policies need to be complementary.
Educational Gap between EU Countries
We are deeply troubled by the educational gap between the Member States. Due
to different prerequisites and bad governance, we find ourselves in a fractured
Europe and we cannot move forward at the same pace. Moreover, an uneducated
Europe is a democratic problem since citizens need education to make informed
democratic decisions. On a more subtle note, Europe’s market competitiveness is
in jeopardy in the long-term as our economies move towards highly educated,
specialised jobs. Businesses continue to stress the importance of highly educated
workers. Thus, in order to ensure sustained economic growth for all EU Member
States, it is critical to close the educational gap. It is also critical to incentivise
companies to locate in all the EU, thus providing opportunities to all European
citizens.
The consequences of the existing educational gap are considerable and farreaching. We identified migration, uncertain studies, a lack of market
competitiveness, and brain drainage as just a few. In addition, Europe is being
divided into two parts—one highly educated and one less so.
The lack of good education is clearly a problem of political will. To combat this
aforementioned problem, the young liberals and progressives of Europe call for
standardised European tests that will put pressure on governments to improve
their educational systems. Standardised tests, like a European SAT (Scholastic
Aptitude Test), would allow students to travel more easily abroad and would
further encourage exchange studies, thus strengthening a common European
community in a time of populism.
Furthermore, heavy investments in non-formal educational opportunities for
children and youth will counterbalance the poor formal education services in the
short term, until true reform is implemented.
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Accessibility and Well-Being
Recalling that the right to education is a human right according to the UN Declaration
of Human Rights, it seems obvious to us that accessibility of quality education is an
extremely pressing issue. Education, thus, is not simply bound to the question of
economics but it is tied to the individual right of self-fulfilment. We, as liberals and
progressives, defenders of individuality, equality and liberty, have a moral obligation to
act on this matter.
Furthermore, we call for the EU to recognise the plea of all young people to join the
fight against mental health problems. Studies repeatedly show that our generation is
suffering from an epidemic of mental illness. Diseases like depression and anxiety
cripple our friends, your sons and daughters, and, ultimately, the future. People across
our Union become victims of illnesses such as these on a daily basis, with some ending
in tragedy. We owe it to our generation to devote more attention to this pressing issue.
With this in mind, we call for the
EU to continue pressuring social
media companies to adapt their
algorithms for minors and to
increase spending on qualified
tutors to increase the availability
of professional help to students.

Youth Work Recognition and Accountability
We believe that the young are a resource for future prosperity. The young generation of
Europe is vibrant and energetic, open-minded, highly motivated, and creative and they
need to be heard and to actively participate in their communities. We wish for a Europe
where every city, town and village has a youth-designated environment that young
people can use to impact their community and mould it to their needs, hopes, and
dreams.
At the moment, although there is good youth work being done in some parts of Europe,
not all states do it and there is still much room for improvement even in the states where
this is already happening. Therefore, many places in the European Union can not
properly respond to new challenges that young people face such as migration, quick
shifts in the labour market, and the crisis caused by the pandemic.
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This problem comes from the lack of recognition of the value of youth work at the local
and governmental levels in many countries and regions. Many countries do not have
good youth legislation and because of a lack of accountability, many administrations do
not perform proper youth work if they perform it at all.
Our solution has two dimensions: a political one and an administrative one. The political
dimension is a concentrated advocacy campaign to convince all institutions and decision
-makers of the value of youth work and youth policy that would result in robust and
clear legislation which gives clear obligations and accountability to localities in every
Member State. The administrative dimension is an enforceable set of minimum quality
standards for legislation based on the 5 pillars of the framework for youth work
developed by the Council of the European Union: rights, means, spaces, opportunities,
and support.
To sum up all the ideas presented above, we believe that the youth are the future of
Europe and the EU should focus more on young people. We need greater accessibility to
quality education, youth work recognition, and accountability so that we can start
changing our future for the better.

Ionuț Aruxandei
G+ & USRT

Anton Ekelund
Centre Party Youth

Ana-Maria Manea
G+ & USRT

Andrei Predi
G+ & USRT

Denisa Voinea
G+ & USRT
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HEALTHCARE
During the COVID-19 pandemic, European healthcare systems showed significant
vulnerabilities. We understand that healthcare systems heavily depend on the individual
Member States, but we need to make use of transnational synergies to safeguard the
health of our communities. We identified three major challenges young people in Europe
are affected by: growing mental health issues, a lack of focus on prevention, and
inequalities between national health systems. In the following paragraphs, we will present
our vision regarding a more determined EU support to tackle these challenges.
Tackling Growing Mental Health Issues
We anticipate that mental health will be the major problem of public health in the 21st
century. This assumption has been confirmed during the pandemic, when pre-existing
conditions worsened or new ones emerged. Reports of depression, anxiety, suicidal
thoughts and actions, as well as addictions have increased across the Union in the past
two years – especially among young patients. It is not only the societal cost, i.e. a general
decline of the quality of life in Europe, that needs to be considered, but also the economic
cost which comes with an unhealthy workforce.
As so often, the first step towards improvement is awareness. As Europeans, we need to
break all taboos regarding mental disorders and invest in better education in tackling and
recognising these health issues. In the next step, low-key access to mental health
professionals, e.g. more specialists in schools or through further digitalisation of medical
services, has the potential to improve public health significantly. It needs to be ensured
that medical professionals all across the European Union receive the best education
available, including more specialised training – which is especially vital for children and
adolescents. The EU can indeed function as a facilitator here.
Higher Focus on Prevention
Medicine knows two primary approaches: preventive and curative. If we as a society
agree to focus on avoiding diseases, it will save us the cost of trying to cure them.
There are a lot of diseases stemming from bad habits. Some of the major causes of health
problems are related to smoking, consuming drugs, or having an unbalanced diet.
Significantly, there is a lack of awareness about all of this. The role of state institutions
should be limited towards raising awareness and educating people to assure autonomous
decision making. It should be also considered that low quality of health is handed down
from generation to generation, which multiplies the problem in the near future.
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Prevention implies research. Discovering new cause-and-effect relations of disease and
death allows us to use preventative medicine more efficiently. The next generations
need the economic support and opportunities to innovate, test, and research. The EU
should focus on providing support for this kind of research that can improve prevention
in all Member States. But the support of the European Institutions should not only be
focused on facilitating research but also on lowering the discrepancies among Member
States.
Equal Access to Healthcare for All Europeans
The discrepancies between Member States' health care systems are visible and affect the
quality of the lives of millions of people. It is well known that in some Member States,
certain treatments, e.g. for rare diseases, are not available and that only the wealthy
have the chance to treat themselves abroad. Because of history (the differences between
the East and the West), young adults in poorer countries are not receiving the same
treatment quality as their peers in richer ones. Also, the national economy plays an
important role, because the healthcare system depends heavily on the government's
budget in many countries. Another factor is the following: some Member States prefer
to invest in other sectors over healthcare which leads to lack of funding. To make things
worse, corruption is affecting health systems all over Europe. For example, hospitals in
most developing countries in the EU are de facto dangerous to vulnerable patients due
to multi-resistant germs. There is a huge gap between these countries' healthcare
infrastructure and those in the more developed states, since in many hospitals there is no
warm water, no clean and functioning bathrooms, proper beds or all sorts of necessities.
That is in fact lowering the quality of European citizens’ lives in general.
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We consider that better funding is one of the key factors in solving these issues.
Investments should focus on medical research, medical equipment and health
infrastructure, professional education and training, development of specific social
programs for disease prevention. Furthermore, taking into account the different best
practices in medicine across the Union, it would be profitable for each state and for the
entirety of the Union, to take the opportunity of sharing such knowledge. Also, for a
better European health system, we propose to create a general European health code. It
would imply efficiency and effectiveness when trying to get a quick and proper answer
from Europe to face future health crises.

Considering all these major problems, we demand from the institutions in Europe to
take into consideration our proposals to minimise their effects. The EU should take
steps to reduce the inequalities in access to quality healthcare between citizens residing
in different Member States. This should be supplemented by a growing focus on
prevention and closer engagement with mental health as a major health problem. For
this though, the EU must gain more competences in healthcare policy. We trust that the
Conference on the Future of Europe will be the best way to achieve this breakthrough.

Bastian de Monte
JUNOS

Gabriel Postolache
G+ & USRT

María Vázquez Limeres
Jovenes Ciudadanos

Andrei Țaga
G+ & USRT

Răzvan Nistor
G+ & USRT

Radu Lăzureanu
G+ & USRT

Cristian Voiculeț
G+ & USRT
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JUSTICE AND RULE OF LAW
The rule of law is one of the core values of the European Union, enshrined in article 2 of
the Lisbon Treaty. Member States need to make considerable efforts to ensure the
independence and effectiveness of the judiciary and that every citizen’s fundamental
rights are respected. It is our main responsibility to create a Union where citizens are
treated equally, no matter their country of origin or their social position.
Increase the Effectiveness of the European Response to Organised Crime
In the past decade, at the European level, we have been dealing with an increased
number of organised crime groups committing various crimes that usually go beyond the
borders of one country, with repercussions that usually span the whole EU. To name a
few examples - there are human trafficking rings, international drug trafficking, credit
card cloning frauds, and other financial crimes. To tackle these issues more efficiently a
broader European intervention is needed.
A solution would be to give a general criminal competence to the European Public
Prosecutors Office - EPPO, which at the moment deals only with financial crimes against
the interests of the European Union.
An alternative would be to create a new institution similar to the EPPO, which would
deal with fighting against EU level organised crime, such as human trafficking,
international drug trafficking and credit card cloning frauds. In any case, all Member
States should contribute to and be supervised by such an institution.
We strongly believe that Europe is the
future. The safety of the EU depends on
the creation of a justice body with
representatives from all the Member
States, representatives that will work
towards making the EU a space where
there is zero-tolerance for any type of
organised crime.
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Effective Rule of Law Reports
On July 20th, 2021, the European Commission published a report called “The rule of
law situation in the European Union”. The goal of this report was to promote and
uphold the rule of law in every Member State, in the context of the Covid-19 Pandemic
during which many countries chose to implement new legislation by emergency
procedures. However, the report does not have a legal force and seems to be a “oneshot” exercise.
The young participants of the Future of Europe Youth Summit, strongly believe that
reports such as the one above have to be written annually.
What is more, this report should be much more decisive and precise, not only as an
invitation for the countries to debate about mentioned violations but most importantly,
must contain direct solutions for every dangerous situation concerning the rule of law in
the EU. It is not enough for the European Union to issue that kind of report without
giving it a proper legal value, which should be enforced by the European Commission.
Therefore, an answer to the report coming from the Member States should be
mandatory with obligatory submission within a specified timeframe.
In light of these aforementioned aspects, bearing in mind that Rule of Law and Justice
are our common and most shared values upon which the European Union stands, we
propose to empower the Rule of Law Report with legal force.
Accesibile Justice
It is well-known that the vast majority of citizens are not aware of their rights. Freedom
of movement, services, capital, and goods are the four freedoms guaranteed by the
European Union. But, if we take a closer look at the freedom of movement - how many
of the European workers that move to another Member State are aware of the fact that
they have the right to be treated equally as the nationals of the countries that they are
working in?
In this context, it is crucial to find ways to present European legislation in a clear,
simple, and accessible manner. We strongly believe that we should put more effort into
using all the channels and resources available to inform the citizens of their rights.
Creating a European platform, structured in an attractive manner, where citizens from
all the European Union countries could find short articles, developed using the question
and answer format, one of them being: ‘What are my rights while working in a
European country?’.
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Given that social media is an important part of our daily lives, being used by 57% of
people aged 16-74 in 2020, according to a study conducted by Eurostat, it would be
highly recommended to promote essential information regarding the rights of
European citizens on social media. Platforms such as Facebook, Instagram and TikTok
benefit from increased popularity amongst all generations, and their potential should
be exploited for the benefit of the citizens.
Additionally, in order to tackle the problem of misinformation it would be efficient to
have legal courses all throughout citizens education. The aim would be that Europeans
understand, from an early age, their rights, obligations, and become advocates for the
rule of law.
In times when society evolves very quickly, and where resilience matters more than
ever, every country should strongly focus on preserving the rule of law.

Tudor Borcoman
G+ & USRT

Axel Donuțiu
G+ & USRT

Victor Jacquet
Jeunes Radicaux

Antoni Kałuża
Nowoczesna Youth

Melany Pașca
G+ & USRT

Silvia Popescu
G+ & USRT

Matei Tudoran
G+ & USRT

Diana Văcărița
G+ & USRT
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FOREIGN POLICY AND SECURITY
In light of recent events such as the Afghan crisis, Russian aggression against the
European neighbourhood, Chinese expansionism through the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) along Brexit, we think that the EU should take a more proactive and pragmatic
stance in foreign policy and security. For this reason, we have elaborated three
proposals to improve the Common Foreign Security Policy (CFSP) in the following
areas: European integrity, strategic autonomy, and cybersecurity.
European Integrity
In view of current waves of nativism and the multiple threats that Europe is facing
within and outside its borders, we believe in European integrity as a way to ensure
transnational security, protection of our interests against China’s and Russia’s
expansionist trends in our neighbourhood such as the Western Balkans (Montenegro,
Serbia etc.), combating organised crime and terrorism as well as managing mass
migration flows. Therefore, we need to further strengthen the already established
mechanisms between the EU Agency for Law Enforcement Training (CEPOL) and the
neighbouring countries. The European Union should encourage further cooperation in
this regard, especially through support for training law enforcement officers, anticorruption prosecutors as well as financial experts that would monitor and report
constantly on the most recent events. Moreover, the EU should promote information
sharing, the exchange of best practices and the development of a concrete and sustained
track record in tackling foreign interference, crime, corruption and money laundering.
Last but not least, by protecting our borders we protect the integrity of our fellow
citizens by combating human trafficking and sexual exploitation, hence strengthing the
resilience of vulnerable groups. The EU should also reinforce the working arrangements
which are in place between Frontex and the neighbouring countries.
Strategic Autonomy
We cannot afford another crisis like the one in Syria happening again: the European
Union should be able to act efficiently where diplomacy is not, unfortunately, sufficient.
Hence, it has become clear that the EU must abolish unanimity in the Council, and
decide on matters of foreign policy with a qualified majority.
The achievement of strategic autonomy is now needed in order to be able to intervene
independently and to protect people at risk from the return of fundamentalism, such as
in Afghanistan, for example. That is why a European Defence Response Unit,
incorporating the existing Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) structures and
instruments, is necessary. Preliminary steps for this objective reside on implementing a
collaboration between Member States’ armed forces, increasing their shared exercises
and strengthening the complementarity between all the national defence industries, a
process that must be speeded up.
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This should be the basis for a unified European Army, which we want to see
implemented in the long run. For the moment, it is imperative to strengthen the
European pillar of NATO, in order to balance the involvement of the United States in
the Alliance. The European Army shall be complementary to NATO and must not
affect the existence of the national armies.
Last but not least, for the European voice to be stronger and louder, it needs to become
"unique": that is why we believe that strengthening the role of the High Representative
on Foreign and Security Policy is fundamental for guaranteeing a real strategic
autonomy. The High Representative must, therefore, become more independent,
without having to wait for all 27 Member States to agree on a position. In the long run,
we want to achieve the goal of a single European foreign policy.
Cybersecurity
When speaking about cyber security activities we have cybercrimes done by
individuals (for example identity theft), cyber warfare (offensive and defensive) usually
done by specialised units within a country's army, and cyber disinformation usually
done by a state's intelligence agency against other states. In this chapter, we will focus
on the latter two.
The EU needs a unitary system of cyber security. If you have a weak link in one
country that is connected to the network used by other countries you have a breach in
the whole digital security system. To diminish this threat, the European Union has to
promote cyber threats awareness campaigns in all of its countries' public
administrations. For example, if an individual with access to the vaccination entry
system of Romania gets hacked, it could affect the entire EU system.
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The next point about digital disinformation is more of an ethical issue than it is a
technical one. The European Union has to decide on the degree of freedom allowed on
the Internet. When piracy was a problem it was decided there is a need for a crackdown
on this phenomenon. We have to decide whether online fake news is acceptable as the
price for online freedom or not. This will have a huge impact on the way we experience
the Internet. This debate should start as soon as possible because the consequences are
already being felt.

We want a safe, proactive, and reliable Union capable of ensuring transnational
security, safeguarding our shared interests, and protecting our citizens. Diplomacy is the
key to our soft leadership in the international community. Thus we believe that the High
Representative should have a stronger role for the EU in global affairs. Furthermore, the
2020 Strategic Compass, which aims to foster a common strategic culture, should have
a practical implementation through the creation of a European Defence Response Unit.
Finally, we wish for better security in a more interconnected world.
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COMMUNITY
United in Diversity. The motto of the European Union highlights the extremely rich
cultural and historical heritage of its 27 Member States, while at the same time referring
to our common set of values and rules that we adhere to. Indeed, these are the foundation
of what has become a true European community, in which one cares for the other. The
European community does not only allow young people to travel and to meet new friends
all around Europe, but it also offers many tangible opportunities such as mobility, trade,
studies, safety, and economic development.
Instead of sticking to the differences between us, we should rather focus on the many
things we have in common. Despite the sometimes very different social, political and
economical backgrounds of the Member States they belong to, young people share a set
of very similar needs, worries, and expectations. Amongst the most urgent needs that
almost all young Europeans share are the lack of affordable housing, the lack of job and
internship opportunities, and the underrepresentation of youth in decision-making bodies.
Lack of Affordable Housing
Most young Europeans know the problem of not being able to find affordable
accommodation. The causes may be expensive land, excessive bureaucracy and long
authorisation procedures for new constructions, disequilibrium between the demand for
accommodation and the existing offer, rural exodus, and overpopulation of the
conurbations.
The negative impacts of these problems include a lack of independence as young people
are forced to live longer with their parents due to financial constraints, limitations on job
mobility, as well as financial worries and risk of poverty which can lead to a long-term
increase of mental pressure and stress. With the support of the European community,
Member States, regional, and local authorities must promote social housing and stimulate
building activities, simplify authorisation procedures for new constructions, decentralise
economies, stimulate telework from less populated areas, and contribute to the attractivity
of rural areas. This could not only foster more cost-efficient building but lead to further
increases in the availability of affordable housing, as well as to the decongestion of
highly populated urban areas, thus reducing the cost of shelter.
Lack of Job Opportunities
An asymmetry in the job market between demand and offer, educational skills not
meeting market requirements and the lack of appropriate counselling and job orientation
drastically endanger career opportunities for many young people.
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The effects include an imbalance between the qualifications obtained in the educational
institutions and the ones required by the market, which leads to increased youth
unemployment in most of the Member States, as well as brain drain in several regions
which will have dramatic long-term effects on their development and evolution.
Although the European Union does not have many competences in the field of social
policy, the European Commission should encourage through various programs
institutional cooperation like public-private partnerships, provide funding for grants to
companies that are willing to employ young people and encourage Member States to
contribute to a start-up friendly economic environment as the SMEs are the backbone of
healthy economies. Furthermore, the Commission should provide Member States with
assessments of the national and regional job needs. Such measures would motivate
companies to hire young people, encourage individuals to create their own businesses,
and contribute to better counselling for young people regarding possible job prospects.

Underrepresentation of Youth
Young people tend to be underrepresented in public offices in every Member State.
Some of the root causes for youth underrepresentation are a lack of interest from the
young and a lack of trust in institutions coupled with a lack of experience and resources.
This leads to low participation of young people in elections and hence to a long-term
misperception of youth interest, a lack of innovative ideas and self-confidence. Also,
self-organisation is rather difficult without adequate resources. National governments,
with the support of the European Commission, must promote the political engagement
of the youth through various funded programmes while providing additional funding for
youth organisations. Moreover, they should offer and promote mentorship programmes
and facilitate internships within public offices. This would make the political
environment more attractive for young people, having the opportunity to organise
themselves and hence professionalise youth politics while bringing it closer to the
younger generations.
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Conclusion
The crises of the past have shown that we are stronger together and that we overcome
challenges easier as a community, by joining forces. However, there is still a long way
to go. We do not only need to defend the acquis, but rather start shaping the future. This
is why the youth needs to be informed, involved and vocal, in order to defend and
promote its vision for the Future of Europe.
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Conclusion
The most surprising thing about the previous pages is the fact that they were written in a
matter of hours. We gathered people from all over Europe, with different backgrounds and
experiences, who were able to harmonise and submit a coherent vision about the future of
our continent. It is, in a way, a great victory of the European Union. The Erasmus
generation is already capable of coming together and deliberating about the common good.
The success of the ideas presented in the previous pages will not be an easy task. However,
we believe in the vision we have defined together and we will focus on promoting it in
front of the European decision-makers, institutions and all Member States. We intended to
start a discussion based on this very document within the Conference on the Future of
Europe, with the help of the Members of the Plenary Assembly of the Conference.
Furthermore, the first step taken for the promotion of our Manifesto was at the European
Youth Event in Strasbourg, in front of thousands of young people from all over the
continent. It has been a great occasion to exchange and compare our proposals with the
views of many other representatives of the young generation.
The eight topics we have chosen for this document reflect our view regarding the issues the
EU should focus on in the following years. First of all, protecting our environment and
fighting climate change should be the first priority of our society. Our very future depends
on it. Moreover, the pandemic showed us that the European Health Union is a necessity.
Another necessity is the creation of a European Defence Response Unit that can deal with
crises such as that we have just witnessed in Afghanistan. Last but not least, education
came up several times in our discussions, and it is of key importance.
The ideas in the present Manifesto stand at the cornerstone of our vision regarding the
Future of Europe. We are looking forward to a greener, fairer and more inclusive EU. We
aspire to a stronger voice on the world stage, a voice that speaks for values and human
rights. We yearn for a European Union where unequal access to quality education and
healthcare are just remembered as coming from the realm of the past. Most importantly, we
dream of a united Europe, from north to south and east to west, where every citizen can feel
at home.
“Europe will not be made all at once, or according to a single plan. It will be built through
concrete achievements which first create a de facto solidarity.”
(Schuman Declaration, 9th of May 1950)
Ramona Goga & Dumitru Oprițoiu
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”The construction of Europe is an art.
The art of the possible."
Jacques Chirac

